The Turbid Ebb and Flow of Misery
by Margaret Sanger

Margaret Sanger (1888-1966) was a nurse in New York City during the early part of the 20th century. As this essay reveals, she worked in the slums of New York delivering babies and became more and more distressed with the deplorable conditions of her patients. She was upset by the fact that so many women continued to have children when neither their health nor financial situations could support them. Her frustrations mounted as some of her patients had no effective means to prevent numerous pregnancies and consequently died in child birth. Experiences like these led her to begin the organization Planned Parenthood. Controversy continues to surround Margaret Sanger’s legacy.
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Questions/Assignments

Question 1
a. Number in the margins each of the medical cases Sanger relates.
b. What is the purpose of all of these examples?
Question 2
This is a narrative essay full of detailed examples and vivid descriptions.
a. Make a list of at least twenty descriptive words.
b. Locate three examples and/or phrases that demonstrate how she involves the reader’s senses as she describes the homes and the people she treats.
c. Why does Sanger present such graphic details?
Question 3
Sanger’s statement “I knew (them) personally” adds impact to her experience.
a. List words or phrases that illustrate her changing attitude toward her patients. 
b. In what way does her attitude change? 
Question 4
a. State the purpose of Sanger’s persuasive essay.
b. In your own words, state the thesis of Sanger’s essay.
c. How does she support her thesis?
d. What appeal(s) does she use?
e. Evaluate the effectiveness of her persuasive techniques. 


Question 5
a. What assumptions, if any, did you bring to the reading of this essay?
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Sanger’s work has been highly controversial in recent times in light of her founding the organization “Planned Parenthood” and her promotion of the largely discredited science of eugenics, which advocates selection and controls to human reproduction in order to “improve” humanity. This practice was used by Nazi Germany in its efforts to create a “master race,” eliminating what they considered “inferior races.” Does this knowledge of Sanger’s work influence your attitudes toward what she says in this essay?  Explain your answer.

