The Figure a Poem Makes
by Robert Frost

[bookmark: _GoBack]Robert Frost (1874-1963) was born in San Francisco, but his mother moved to New England after the death of his father in 1885. He briefly attended Dartmouth and Harvard, then was employed as a shoemaker, schoolteacher, editor, and farmer. He moved to England and published his first book of poetry, A Boy’s Will (1913), followed shortly by his second one, North of Boston (1914), which contains some of his more famous poems including “Mending Wall” and “Death of the Hired Man.” Frost moved back to America in 1915, settling on a farm in New Hampshire. He then published Mountain Interval (1916), which contains “The Road Not Taken.” He won the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 1924, 1931, 1937, and 1943. He was one of America’s best known poets and was invited to read “The Gift Outright” at John F. Kennedy’s inauguration in 1960. Frost’s poetry speaks of rural settings and nature by using traditional verse form, yet his poetry examines the struggles and the darkness that lurk within the souls of individuals. 
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Assignments/Questions 
Question 1
In this essay, Frost speaks of what a poem is to the writer, but also of the effects of the poem in the reader. The heart of this essay is contained in paragraphs four and five, beginning with the second sentence of paragraph four: “The figure a poem makes.  It begins in delight and ends in wisdom.”  Focus on this these, and tell what you think is the “delight” he claims lies at the beginning of the poem. 

Question 2
a. What is the “wisdom” Frost says the poem ends with?  
b. Why does he say the poem’s “clarification of life” is not the kind of “wisdom” that “sects and cults are founded on, but . . . a momentary stay against confusion.”  
c. Can you cite an example of this “wisdom” or “clarification” coming from a poem you have read? 

Question 3
Frost insists that a poem should bring a surprise to the writer if it is to bring a surprise to the reader.  What does this statement say about Frost’s method of writing a poem?  

Question 4
Frost expresses his ideas through metaphors throughout this work.  List the metaphors and similes (metaphors in which “as” or “like” is expressed) he uses in the last paragraph.  Are these effective in conveying his meaning? 

Question 5
a. Do you think treating a poem or a story as a process of discovery is better than carefully planning the conclusion before you begin writing?  
b. Do you think an academic paper, such as a research paper, should be seen as a process of discovery or should the thesis control the writing from start to finish?

