Eagle Poem
by Joy Harjo

Joy Harjo (b. 1951)—a poet, musician and author--was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and is an enrolled member of the Myskoke (Muscogee) Creek Nation. Considered to be an important figure in the second wave of the Literary Native American Renaissance of the late 20th century, she is also a feminist and activist. She studied at the Institute of American Indian Arts, completed an undergraduate degree at the University of New Mexico, and earned an MFA at the prestigious Creative Writing Program at the University of Iowa. 
Harjo’s writing tends to be paradoxical and political. She experiments with form and infused her writing with her lyrical, myth-making heritage, juxtaposed with the bleakness of reservation existence. She seeks to promote the inherent oneness that she believes unites people, places and times, while denouncing the meaninglessness of what she sees as a human-centric, consumption-obsessed society. 
Harjo has written seven books of poetry and recorded five music CDs. Her books include Conflict Resolution for Holy Beings (2015) and Crazy Brave (2012). Her awards have included two Oklahoma Book Awards, the Western Literature Association Distinguished Achievement Award, and both the William Carlos Williams Award from the Poetry Society of America and the Delmore Schwartz Memorial Award. She has taught at numerous US universities and is a sought-after speaker. 
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Assignments/Questions

1.	How do the opening nine lines of the poem reflect an awareness of nature and the person’s place in nature that informs you about Native American spirituality?
2.	Do you think “eagle” is an effective symbol for the cleansing power of nature?
3.	How does the eagle’s flight suggest “care,” “kindness,” and knowledge of our being “blessed” by a life that is transient, but within a “true circle of motion”?
4.	What is significant about the poet’s saying that the eagle’s “rounding out the morning” takes place “inside us.”
5.	The Navajo people traditionally held a cleansing ceremony they called “The Enemy Way,” by which they sought to be brought back into peace and harmony after being in battle. This ceremony included a song that ended with these words:
In beauty I walk.
With beauty before me, I walk.
With beauty behind me, I walk.
With beauty below me, I walk.
With beauty above me, I walk.
With beauty all around me, I walk.
It is finished in beauty,
It is finished in beauty,
It is finished in beauty,
How does Harjo’s poem reflect this same desire to be in harmony with the universe?
6.	A similar Christian prayer is referred to as “St. Patrick’s Shield,” which he wore on his breastplate. The ending of that prayer invokes the presence of Christ into Patrick’s life and activities. Which similarities do you see between the Navaho song and St. Patrick’s Christian prayer?
Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.
I arise today
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity,
Through belief in the Threeness,
Through confession of the Oneness
of the Creator of creation.
