Those Winter Sundays
by Robert Hayden

Robert Hayden (1903-1980) was born in Detroit, Michigan and for many years taught at Fisk University. He was a prize-winning African-American poet who, in later life, held the rank of Professor of English at the University of Michigan. Among his books of poetry are Heart Shape in the Dust (1940), A Ballad of Remembrance (1962), and Selected Poems (1966). The following poem presents a childhood memory of the speaker’s father, told from a perspective of mature insight. 

Vocabulary
· austere 
· banked (adjectival)
· offices
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Questions/Assignments
Question 1
a.  List the words of the poem that convey sensory images.
b.  Explain how these images allow the readers to infer the feelings of the father.
Question 2
Circle the images in which one sense is used to describe another (synesthesia).
Question 3
a.  Who is the narrator of the poem?
b.  Describe the narrator’s feelings, listing words or phrases that reveal them.
c.  Where in the poem does the speaker indicate what his present attitude is?
Question 4
Explain what is suggested by line 9, “fearing the chronic angers of that house.”
Question 5
a.  Look up the word “office” in a dictionary and identify the definition that bests works in this poem. Write this definition below.
b.  Why are the “offices” of love called “austere” and “lonely”?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 6
Describe a childhood memory that you have of your parents or grandparents doing something you only have recently come to appreciate.

