Love Bade Me Welcome
by Christian Wiman

Christian Wiman (b. 1966) was born in western Texas. He attended Christian churches while young, and during college he became an agnostic. When he found love in his mid-thirties, he became actively religious again. As a child, he dealt with violent events in his family history. In 2005, he was diagnosed with incurable cancer.
Wyman writes poetry and essays out of his theological reflections and admires the writings of Simone Weil and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He is former editor of Poetry magazine, America’s oldest magazine of verse, and currently teachers at the Yale Institute of Sacred Music. His books of poetry include Every Riven Thing, My Bright Abyss, and Hammer Is the Prayer; he edited the collection Joy: 100 Poems. The following quote reveals his motivation: “But I think there are a ton of people out there who are what you might call unbelieving believers, people whose consciousness is completely modern and yet who have this strong spiritual hunger in them. I would like to say something helpful to those people.”
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Assignments/Question

1.	Wiman’s essay quotes Simone Weil several times as he explains his own experience of spiritual dryness and spiritual recovery. Identify Simone Weil.
2.	The title of Wiman’s essay is from a poem titled “Love (III),” written by the 17th century English poet George Herbert. Read the poem carefully and explain how it reflects Wiman’s thought as expressed in his essay: 
3. 	What were some of the things Wiman noted about how he felt “not . . . at ease in this world”? What specific things did he feel he had lost? 
4.	Why does he call the idea “that you had to renounce love of the earth in order to receive the love of God” a “poisonous notion”?
5.	What did his experience of finding God show him about the “love of the earth”?
6. 	Explain what constitutes Wiman’s hope now.
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